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Policy Statement  
 
Greenways Land Trust ("Greenways") welcomes charitable contributions that 
support its mission of conserving, restoring, stewarding, and enhancing the natural 
environment for the benefit of present and future generations.  
 
This policy establishes the principles and procedures governing the acceptance of 
gifts to ensure that all contributions support Greenways' mission, do not expose the 
organization to unreasonable financial, legal, environmental, or reputational risks, 
and can be administered responsibly.  
 
Purpose  
 
The purposes of this policy are to:  

 Ensure gifts align with Greenways' charitable purposes and strategic 
priorities;  

 Protect Greenways from undue financial, legal, environmental, or 
administrative burdens;  

 Provide clear guidance to donors, staff, volunteers, and the Board of 
Directors;  

 Ensure compliance with applicable legislation and Canada Revenue Agency 
requirements;  

 Establish a transparent and consistent process for evaluating and accepting 
gifts.  
 

Guiding Principles  
 
Greenways will:  

 Respect the philanthropic intentions of donors;  
 Encourage donors to seek independent legal, financial, and tax advice;  
 Maintain donor confidentiality where requested and permitted by law;  
 Exercise prudent stewardship of all gifts received;  



                                              
 
 1195C Fir St, Campbell River,  
 BC V9W 3B7 
 Phone (250) 287-3785   
  info@greenwaystrust.ca 
  www.greenwaystrust.ca 

 
 

 
 

“Taking care of the land and waters that sustain us.” 
 

 Retain the right to decline any gift that is inconsistent with the organization's 
mission, values, strategic priorities, or capacity.  

 
Authority  
 
The Board of Directors has ultimate authority over the acceptance of gifts.  
The Executive Director may accept gifts that fall within the scope of this policy and 
do not present unusual risk or obligations.  
 
Any gift involving real property, significant restrictions, unusual assets, liabilities, or 
potential risks shall require Board approval.  
 
Gifts Generally Accepted  
 
Greenways may generally accept the following gifts:  

 Cash donations;  
 Cheques;  
 Electronic fund transfers;  
 Credit card donations;  
 Publicly traded securities;  
 Charitable bequests;  
 RRSP, RRIF, TFSA, and life insurance beneficiary designations;  
 Endowment contributions;  
 Grants from governments, foundations, corporations, and other 

organizations;  
 Gifts-in-kind that support Greenways' programs, operations, events, 

stewardship activities, or conservation work.  
 

Official charitable receipts will be issued in accordance with Canada Revenue 
Agency regulations and Greenways' receipting procedures.  
 
Gifts Requiring Additional Review  
 
The following gifts require review by the Executive Director and may require Board 
approval:  

 Real property and interests in land;  
 Conservation covenants;  
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 Ecological gifts;  
 Private company shares;  
 Artwork, collectibles, or specialty assets;  
 Gifts involving ongoing maintenance obligations;  
 Gifts subject to significant restrictions or conditions;  
 Gifts that may result in substantial administrative, legal, financial, or 

environmental liabilities.  
 

Greenways may seek independent legal, environmental, financial, appraisal, or 
technical advice before accepting such gifts.  
 
Costs associated with evaluations may be borne by the donor where appropriate.  
 
Acceptance of Real Property  
Greenways recognizes that gifts of land and conservation interests may advance its 
conservation mission. However, ownership of real property can create significant 
liabilities and long-term obligations.  
 
Acceptance of real property shall be based not only on financial considerations but 
also on the property's conservation value and its contribution to Greenways' 
strategic conservation objectives.  
 
Prior to acceptance of any real property, Greenways may undertake a review that 
considers:  

 Conservation value and ecological significance;  
 Strategic importance to Greenways' conservation priorities;  
 Location and accessibility;  
 Existing legal encumbrances;  
 Environmental condition;  
 Potential contamination;  
 Existing structures and liabilities;  
 Stewardship requirements;  
 Annual operating costs;  
 Property taxes;  
 Insurance requirements;  
 Management and maintenance obligations;  
 Availability of stewardship funding.  
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Greenways may require:  
 Environmental assessments;  
 Property appraisals;  
 Legal review;  
 Surveys;  
 Title searches;  
 Stewardship funding contributions.  

 
Stewardship Funding  
 
Greenways recognizes that ownership of land and conservation interests may 
create ongoing or perpetual stewardship obligations.  
 
As a condition of accepting certain property gifts, Greenways may request a 
contribution toward stewardship, monitoring, insurance, legal, management, 
restoration, or administrative costs associated with the property.  
 
The amount and form of such contributions shall be determined on a case-by-case 
basis.  
 
Acceptance of any real property gift shall require approval by the Board of 
Directors.  
 
Restricted Gifts  
 
Greenways welcomes gifts designated for specific purposes that align with its 
mission and strategic priorities.  
 
Restricted gifts may be accepted where:  

 The purpose is clearly defined;  
 The restriction is practical and achievable;  
 Greenways has the capacity to fulfill the donor's intent.  

 
If circumstances change such that the original purpose can no longer reasonably be 
fulfilled, Greenways may seek donor consent, where possible, to redirect the gift to 
a similar purpose consistent with the donor's original intent.  
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Endowment and Stewardship Funds  
 
Greenways maintains an endowment fund through the Campbell River Community 
Foundation to support the long-term sustainability of conservation and stewardship 
activities.  
 
Donors may choose to direct gifts to the Greenways Endowment Fund where 
appropriate.  
 
The Board may also establish reserve funds, stewardship funds, project-specific 
funds, or additional endowment funds as organizational needs evolve.  
 
Unless otherwise specified by the donor, the Executive Director and Board shall 
determine the allocation and use of unrestricted gifts in accordance with 
organizational priorities and long-term sustainability objectives.  
 
Gifts That May Be Declined  
 
Greenways reserves the right to decline any gift that:  

 Is inconsistent with its mission, values, or strategic priorities;  
 Creates unreasonable financial obligations;  
 Creates unacceptable legal liabilities;  
 Involves environmental contamination or significant environmental risk;  
 Requires expenditures beyond Greenways' capacity;  
 Includes restrictions that are impractical, unlawful, or inconsistent with 

Greenways' charitable purposes;  
 Would jeopardize Greenways' charitable status;  
 Could result in reputational harm;  
 Presents conflicts of interest;  
 Cannot be adequately administered or stewarded;  
 Has anticipated costs of ownership, stewardship, administration, or 

disposition that exceed the likely conservation, programmatic, or financial 
benefits of the gift.  
 

The decision to decline a gift shall be made respectfully and in accordance with this 
policy.  
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Donor Recognition and Confidentiality  
 
Greenways values the generosity of its supporters and may recognize donors 
through publications, reports, events, websites, donor recognition programs, or 
other means.  
 
Donors may request anonymity, and Greenways will respect such requests 
wherever legally possible.  
 
Personal information shall be collected, used, stored, and protected in accordance 
with applicable privacy legislation.  
 
Professional Advice  
Greenways does not provide legal, financial, tax, estate planning, or investment 
advice.  
 
Donors are encouraged to seek independent professional advice before making 
significant charitable gifts.  
 
Conflict of Interest  
 
Any Board member, staff member, volunteer, or advisor involved in evaluating a gift 
shall disclose any actual or perceived conflict of interest and, where appropriate, 
recuse themselves from decision-making.  
 
Policy Review  
 
This policy shall be reviewed by the Board of Directors at least every five years, or 
sooner if required by changes in legislation, organizational capacity, or best 
practices.  
  
 


