
  

YOUR FOREST IN ACTION - GRADES 4 - 6 

Beaver Lodge Forest Lands ACTIVITY GUIDE  - personal values   1 - 1 

 

Pre-trip  
 
 Personal Values 

  E x p l o r i n g 
 Different Values 

Field Trip 

 Tag it with Value 

Post-trip  

 Now Picture It! 

ACTIVITIES  



  

Beaver Lodge Forest Lands ACTIVITY GUIDE  - personal values   1 - 2 

YOUR FOREST IN ACTION - GRADES 4 - 6 

LESSON  PLAN  
OBJECTIVES 
 
Students will be able to 
understand that different 

people may have different 
values for the same things.   

understand that values are 
very personal, involving 
people’s  feelings. 

BACKGROUND 
 
People and societies differ in what they value, but all 
value things for their perceived significant characteristics. 
This lesson plan allows students to explore their personal 
values and attitudes. These values influence personal 
decisions and, ultimately, decisions society makes about 
land use. It is very important for each student to 
understand that their personal values are unique. Others 
may agree with some of their values, but many other 
people will not agree. To this end, it is equally important 
to   recognize   and   accept   that   other   people’s   values  may  
be as valid and important as their own, especially when 
working in groups. 

SKILLS & 
APPLICATIONS 
 
observing 

inferring 

communicating 

reasoning 

reflecting 

demonstrating responsible 
action 

VOCABULARY 

personal values 
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ACTIVITY 1:   Exploring Personal Values 
 
 
 
TEACHER  NOTE 
 
This activity may have to be done over several days. The 
recipe cards made in this activity will be used in Activity #3 
- Tag it With Value. 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
1. Have students bring to class an item they personally 

value very much.  

2. Have students individually present their item to the class 
and explain why it is so valuable.   

3. Keep a list of the key words (adjectives) that come from 
the presentations and write them out on the blackboard. 
Try to have a list of at least fifteen words.  (Words should 
be along the likes of: beautiful, interesting, rare, special, 
important, old, soft, colorful, etc.)   

4. After all the presentations are finished, have a short 
discussion about personal values and individual 
preferences.   

5. Hand out eight recipe cards with one hole punch at the 
top to each student. Using the key words on the 
blackboard, have the students write a single, different 
key word on each of their eight cards. Have students put 
their initials on a bottom corner. Hand out eight strings 
and have students tie a piece of string to each card so 
that the cards can be hung from objects.  (These will be 
used outdoors in the BLFLs.) 

Students will present  and 
discuss a personal item 
that has great value to 

them. 
 
 
 

MATERIALS 
 

Each student 
 Personal items students bring 

to class 

 8 index cards  

 8 lengths of string (40-50 cm 
long) 

 
 

SETTING 
 

    classroom 
 
DURATION  

 
Presentation  

About 5 minutes per student, 
possibly spread over several 
days. 

 
  Value Cards 

 30 - 45 minutes  
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ACTIVITY 2:  Exploring Different Values 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
1. Hand out the sheet Exploring Different Values, and 

have the students work through the activity ranking their 
values.  Rank 1 is most important, rank 16 is least 
important.  

2. After students finish, give them the second heading of 
forester. Students must now complete the exercise from 
a  forester’s  point-of-view.  

3. Next, fill in the third heading as deer, and rank the 
elements  from  a  deer’s  perspective.     

 
 
FOLLOW-UP 
 
Have students compare their three columns, and discuss 
results in class. Some ideas to focus on:  Do most students 
agree on the number one choice for each perspective 
(discuss differences). Was it difficult to fill out the column 
under different perspectives. Did anyone have any special 
considerations when filling out any columns? Possibly add a 
fourth heading such as a housing developer or store owner. 

Students explore values 
from a variety of 
perspectives. 
 
MATERIALS 

 
Each student 
 one copy of “Exploring 

Different 
Values” (Attachment #1)  

 
 

SETTING 
 

       classroom 
 

DURATION 
 

         45 minutes 
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ACTIVITY  3:  Tag It With Value 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
1. Out on your chosen location, designate a fairly long 

portion  of  trail  (up  to  500  m)  as  the  “value”  trail.  Try  to  
include as many different habitats, features and variety 
as possible in your trail selection.   

2. Each student is to bring out their eight value cards. 
Briefly review personal values and individual differences.   

3. Students walk along the trail and look for features they 
can hang their value cards on. Students may change 
their minds and move their cards around. Give the 
students about half an hour to walk the trail and hang 
their value cards. Students may share card sites with 
other  students  if  they  wish,  but  may  disagree  and  “tag  it”  
with a different value!   

4. Meet back at a pre-determined time and location. 

 
 
FOLLOW-UP 
 
Walk back along the trail and discuss the choices. Focus on 
features that were tagged with different values, or any other 
interesting tags. Try to include all students in this activity. 
Collect all the cards after the discussion. 
 

Students explore a forest 
environment and tag its’ 
features with different 
values. 

 
MATERIALS 

 
 The 8 labeled value (recipe) 

cards each student made in 
Activity #1 - Exploring 
Personal Values 

 
 

SETTING 
 

Anywhere in the BLFLs.  The 
Main Trail is a recommended 
location. 

 
DURATION 

 
        1.5  - 3 hours 
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ACTIVITY  4:  Now Picture It! 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
1. Have students discuss and list all the valuable aspects 

of the BLFLs. Focus on more concrete aspects such as 
trees, wildlife, creeks, wetlands, wildlife trees, hiking 
trails, forests, moss, insects, biking trails, deer, 
mushroom picking, bird watching, fishing, flowers, etc.   

2. Assign a topic from the list to each student. Students are 
to  draw  and  color  an  8  ½”  x  11”  picture  of  the  topic  they  
are assigned.   Some topics, such as forests or trees can 
be drawn by more than one student to suitably represent 
the  BLFL’s  habitats.       

3. After the drawings are completed, have students gather 
around a large piece of roll paper and glue their pictures 
on the paper to form a BLFLs Values Mural. There 
should be little or no extra space left on the roll of paper. 

4. Looking at the mural, discuss the complexity of habitats, 
organisms and values.   

5. Present a fairly large magazine picture of a highway to 
the students. Give them the task of deciding where this 
highway should go on the mural. It must be glued 
directly on top of some portion of their drawings.   

6. When this is completed, pass out a photo of a shopping 
mall to be glued on to the mural. Pass out two or three 
pictures of houses, then a picture of a school, a grocery 
store or gas station, etc. until you decide enough of the 
mural has been covered up.   

 
FOLLOW-UP 
 
When you decide the activity has gone far enough, have 
students discuss what they are feeling. It is likely students 
will feel frustrated trying to make decisions with such a large 
group. There will likely be some sadness seeing their 
personal drawings being covered up. Have students discuss 
ideas that would allow better decision-making in groups. 

Students create a value 
mural for BLFL and then 
make some land-use 
decisions taking a variety 
of values into account. 
 
 
MATERIALS 
 
Each student 
 8 ½” x 11 “ sheet of paper 

 pencil crayons, paints, 
crayons 

For the classroom 
 2 to 3 m roll of  paper 

 several  big magazine 
pictures: a highway, stores, 
houses, school, parking lot, 
mall, gas station, etc. 

 glue or tape 

 
SETTING 
 
         classroom 

 
 

DURATION 
 

1 - 1.5 hours 
 
 

EXTENSION 
 

Play “mood” music to the class 
(ie. tropical forest, babbling 
brook) and have them paint a 
BLFLs picture or write a BLFLs 
poem. 
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RANKING #1 RANKING #2 RANKING #3

YOUR 
RANKING   

1 Grazing Land

2 Highway

3 Farm

4 Swamp

5 Home

6 Shopping Mall

7 Forest

8 Grocery Store

9 Wilderness Park

10 Tree Farm

11 School

12 Lake

13 Wild Animals

14 Computer Game

15 Car

16 Big bushy Tree

ELEMENTS

Attachment #1 - Exploring Different Values

Adapted from Protected Areas: Preserving ou Future, Ministry of Environment, Province of 

British Columbia

Imagine that these elements are part of the region where you live.

Which is mort important? Number your order of importance.
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